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   CONCEPT OF THE WEBINAR

The Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage (ARC-WH) in Manama, Bahrain intends to 
organize an international Conference on integrated post-disaster reconstruction of cultural 
heritage – social, economic and psychological aspects of recovery. 

The Conference was originally planned to take place in April 2020, but it has been postponed 
to 2021 when hopefully, conditions caused by COVID-19 pandemic will allow for such a 
meeting with presence of participants and speakers. The program of the Conference includes 
a wide range of the prominent experts and researchers, who have already submitted their 
contributions to the book of proceedings. 

In the meantime, the issue of heritage reconstruction and recovery has been marked with 
several challenges, the majority of which are linked with the complexity of the social and 
economic environments caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and the implementation of 
health protection measures. The communities, which have already suffered significant 
economic ruination and social trauma, are now faced with a deeper distress that affects all 
segments of their lives, including their heritage. 

We have decided to open and enlarge the initial scope of the conference for the discourse 
on the emerging issues through the organization of a number of webinars in the framework 
of the Conference. 

The objective of the first webinar Cultural heritage and people - building resilience in the 
superimposed trauma is to contribute to the quest for the efficient, sound and sustainable 
solutions. 



Some of the most vulnerable heritage sites have been affected by new disasters in 2020. 
One - and sometimes more than one - devastating events superimposing over the other, 
and affecting both people and heritage, the global economic recession, limited physical 
communications, and extreme health precautions are appealing for the urgent response. 
Restructuring knowledge, capacities and resources have to be considered, as well as 
redesigning reconstruction and recovery concepts and priorities.  

The webinar Cultural heritage and people - building resilience in the superimposed 
trauma will be organized through two panels. 

Addressing the issue of the “Reconstruction of Cultural Heritage and Post-Trauma 
Recovery in the COVID-19 Context”, panelists at in the first session will share knowledge 
and experience on general and global concerns, such as responding to challenges of 
reconstruction and recovery of world heritage sites (Dr. Mechtild  Rössler (WHC UNESCO);  
solutions for technical and conservation dilemma imposed by intermittent devastating 
disasters and the demand to achieve resilience through reconstruction (Dr. Maja Kominko, 
ALIPH), and the symbiosis of the concerns for the sustainable recovery of both youth and 
heritage in distressed communities (Dr. Shadia Touqan, ARC-WH)

The panelists in the second session - “Cultural heritage and people in the maze of 
intermittent disasters”- Jonathan Edward Nsubuga (Uganda), Dr. Samira Al-Shawesh 
(Yemen), Dr. Howayda Al Harithy (Lebanon), will present case studies with the focus to 
people and heritage in the maze of intermittent (fire gutting Kasubi tombs), or cumulative 
disasters in Yemen (conflict, floods) and in Beirut (social unrests, devastating blasts). All 
of the mentioned disasters are superimposed over the earlier trauma and the COVID-19 
distress. 

The major question of this webinar is how to attend the interests and needs of the people 
who are at the center of the whirlpools of suffering related to their cultural heritage. 

Language 
The webinar will be conducted in English. Arabic Interpretation will be available.

Registration
Registration in the webinar is free of charge. Kindly register using the following link:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TcsFxVLIQ8OgZO702bISYA  
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PROGRAM

Opening – Monday 21st December 2020

11.00 - 11.20 Opening Address
Dr. AMRA HADŽIMUHAMEDOVIĆ, Director of the Center for Cultural Heritage, 
International Forum Bosnia
Introductory Presentation

Panel 1: Reconstruction of Cultural Heritage and Post-Trauma Recovery in the Covid-19 Context

11.20 - 12.20 Dr. MECHTILD RÖSSLER, Director of the World Heritage Centre at UNESCO
Responding to Challenges of Reconstruction and Recovery of the World 
Heritage sites
Dr. MAJA KOMINKO, Scientific and Programs director at ALIPH foundation
Post-conflict heritage conservation: building back better?
Dr. SHADIA TOUQAN, Director of the Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage
Whose Heritage is it Anyway? Enter the Youth for Inspiration
Q&A - Mohamed Ziane Bouziane, ARC-WH, moderator 

12.30 -13.30 Break

Panel 2: Cultural Heritage and People in the Maze of Intermittent Disasters

13.30 -14.30 Dr. HOWAYDA AL HARITHI - professor; Research Director of The Beirut Urban Lab 
at American University of Beirut 
Working towards a people-centered heritage led recovery: The case of post-
blast Karantina, Lebanon 
JONATHAN EDWARD NSUBUGA, Architect (J.E. Nsubuga & Associates) in Kampala 
Time Travel influence in heritage reconstruction: the case of the Kasubi royal 
tombs 
Dr. SAMIRA AL SHAWESH, Associate Professor, Faculty of Engineering - Sana`a 
University 
People and heritage in Yemen - where to?
Q&A - Mohamed Ziane Bouziane, ARC-WH, moderator 

Wrap-up            
14.30 - 15.00 Dr. AMRA HADŽIMUHAMEDOVIĆ - Concluding remarks



AMRA HADŽIMUHAMEDOVIĆ
Dr. Amra Hadžimuhamedović is director of the Centre for Cultural 
Heritage, International Forum Bosnia and the ARC-WH consultant for 
the editing activities of the Conference on Integrated Reconstruction 
and Post-Trauma Impact on Communities and Socio-economic 
Aspects of Recovery.  She has taught History of Architecture and 
Architectural Conservation at the International University of Sarajevo 
(2010-2019), guest-lectured on heritage in war and post-war, on 
theory and philosophy of conservation across the world, worked on 
the conservation projects, and published widely. 

MECHTILD RÖSSLER
Dr. Mechtild Rössler, Director of the World Heritage Centre, UNESCO, 
is an expert in both cultural and natural heritage and the history of 
planning. In 1991 Dr. Rossler started working at UNESCO. She held 
different positions. in 2015 she became the Director of the Division for 
Heritage and the Director of the UNESCO World Heritage Centre. She 
has published and co-authored 13 books and more than 100 articles, 
including “Many voices, one vision: the early history of the World 
Heritage Convention” (together with Christina Cameron, 2013).

MAJA KOMINKO
Dr. Maja Kominko is the Scientific and Programs director at ALIPH 
foundation in Geneva. Previously she was the Director of Cultural 
Programmes at the Arcadia Fund in London. She has studied, taught 
and researched at universities in Poland, Italy, the United Kingdom, 
Turkey, the United States and Sweden. Her research focuses on cultural 
and intellectual history of the Middle East in late antique and medieval 
periods.

SPEAKERS
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HOWAYDA AL-HARITHY
Dr. Howayda Al-Harithy is Professor of Architecture and Urban 
Design at the Department of Architecture and Design at the American 
University of Beirut. She was a Visiting Professor at Harvard University, 
MIT, and Georgetown University. Al-Harithy’s research focuses on 
urban heritage and contemporary interventions in historic cities. 
She is widely published with over 50 articles, book chapters, and 
reports in leading journals and refereed books. Her current research 
conceptualizes urban recovery in relation to processes of historical 
editing, urban trauma, and protracted displacement. This research is 
advanced through her role as Co-Director of the Beirut Urban Lab.

JONATHAN EDWARD NSUBUGA
Jonathan Edward Nsubuga, Ugandan architect (RIBA Pt1 and Pt2) 
is a founder and principle of J.E. Nsubuga & Associates based in 
Kampala/Uganda. He was trained by and worked for the architects: 
Stephen Gage, Wiel Arets, Wim Van der Berg, Mike Gold, Zaha Hadid 
all in London. Beside the architectural practice which includes design 
of social, commercial and residential buildings, he has worked in 
the cultural heritage conservation and is currently the Architect in 
charge of the reconstruction of Kasubi Royal Tombs, World heritage 
site destroyed in fire. He is also involved in reviewing the Global case 
studies project on reconstruction with ICOMOS International.

SAMIRA AL SHAWESH
Dr. Samira Al Shawesh is an Associate Professor in Architecture 
and Environmental Control, Department of Architecture - Faculty 
of Engineering - Sana`a University, Yemen. She published a number 
of studies and papers on cultural heritage. She was involved in the 
preparation of the curriculum for architectural and urban conservation 
at the Yemeni universities in cooperation with the Ministry of Higher 
Education, ICCROM - Sharjah, and the Social Fund for Development - 
Yemen. She participates in many activities related to heritage with her 
students and communities.

SPEAKERS

SHADIA TOUQAN
Dr. Shadia Touqan is the Director of the Arab Regional Centre for 
World Heritage. She is an architect and urban planner with extensive 
experience in UK and the and Middle East. She is specialized in 
architectural preservation and revitalization of historic cities. In addition 
to development of cultural heritage policies and restoration projects 
with UNESCO and other  International Organizations in Palestine and 
other Arab countries, for 20 years, she directed and implemented, 
a comprehensive   program for the Revitalization of the Old City of 
Jerusalem. Within her work with ARC-WH and in view of the challenges 
facing WH sites in the Arab countries, the center is focusing on post 
conflict reconstruction of historic urban centers in the region.
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