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The year 2021 projected different realities on various levels. Globally the 
economic and social impacts of the current pandemic have become more evident 
in the lives of billions around the world. Nonetheless the option for resilience 
acquired by other recent challenges still leads the world and has displayed 
countless manifestations. Against this backdrop the Arab Regional Centre for 
World Heritage (ARC-WH) keeps pursuing its goals as it delves into its tenth year 
while the World Heritage Convention of 1972 becomes only one year away from 
its golden jubilee.

Last year, as shown in this Annual Report, the ARC-WH challenged the restrictions 
imposed by the pandemic with a wide range of events in building the capacities 
of Arab specialists, enhancing partnerships and cooperation with international 
heritage organizations, promoting the world heritage significance, and supporting 
management and conservation of the Arab heritage sites on the World Heritage 
List and endangered sites.

We are also proud of several achievements attained last year especially that they 
came in the context of our projects and activities aimed at supporting the Arab 
State’s efforts in conserving heritage and historical properties such as in Algeria, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Tunisia and Yemen. 

On the other hand, as part of the continuous quest to expand its network of 
partnerships and memberships in international organizations, the ARC-WH has 
become an affiliate member in the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), as 
endorsed during its 24th General Assembly session in Madrid, Spain. 

I would like to express the Centre’s gratefulness for its partners as they showed 
a relentless determination in supporting our objectives and strategy despite the 
difficult times in the past two years, especially the UNESCO World Heritage 
Centre (WHC), the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), 
the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of 
Cultural Property (ICCROM), as well as all other supporters, private and public 
institutions, world heritage focal points, and site managers in all Arab States 
inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List. 

I also extend my deep appreciation to the Centre’s team including the 
management, experts and staff for their role in assisting the Arab States’ efforts 
to safeguard their tangible human heritage, the meticulous work they upheld in 
coordinating with various parties active in world heritage disciplines and their 
efforts in preparing the Centre’s documents and publications

Mai bint Mohammed Al-Khalifa

Chairperson of the Governing Board
Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage

CHAIRPERSON’S FOREWORD 

Parc national du banc d’Arguin
© Editions Gelbart 
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Based in the Kingdom of Bahrain, ARC-WH  
is a non-profit organisation that assists 
the Arab States towards the conservation, 
management and promotion of cultural and 
natural heritage, and acts as a relay to the 
World Heritage Centre in the Arab region. 

BACKGROUND
The Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage (ARC-WH) is a Category 2 Centre 
under the auspices of UNESCO that was established in 2012 as an autonomous and 
independent legal entity at the service of Arab States Parties to strengthen the effective 
implementation of the World Heritage Convention.

Cultural Sites of Al Ain (Hafit, Hili, Bidaa Bint Saud and Oases Areas), United Arab Emirates
© Editions Gelbart 
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88
SITES
TOTAL NUMBER  

OF WORLD 
HERITAGE SITES 

IN THE ARAB 
REGION

 10 10

 Improve the representation of 
the Arab States properties on 
the World Heritage List.

 Create a network of local and 
regional experts in the region.

 Mobilise regional and international 
financial support for the 
preservation of properties.

 Increase and promote awareness 
of World Heritage in Arab region.

 Disseminate information, initiatives 
and programmes concerned with 
the World Heritage Convention.

80
CULTURAL 
SITES

TOTAL 
NUMBER OF WORLD 
HERITAGE CULTURAL 
SITES IN THE ARAB 
REGION

OUR MISSION

OBJECTIVES

To strengthen the implementation of 
the World Heritage Convention in the 
Arab States by providing information, 
knowledge, and advice to Member 
States and facilitating coordination and 
cooperation among stakeholders at the 
international, national and local levels 
for the benefit of World Heritage sites in 
the region.
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CAPACITY BUILDING 
CONSERVATION  
COMMUNITY  
COMMUNICATION 
CREDIBILITY

ARC-WH programmes and activities 
are strategically designed to follow 
the 1972 World Heritage Convention 
and aligned with its Strategic 
Objectives. ARC-WH provides 
capacity-building programmes on the 
mechanisms and processes of the 
World Heritage Convention such as 
revising Tentative List and Nomination 
process, knowledge sharing, technical 
assistance on conservation and 
development as well as other activities 
aimed at empowering the Arab States’ 
heritage professionals’ capabilities in 
protecting and managing natural and 
cultural World Heritage sites.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE: THE FIVE CS

ARC-WH PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES

To maintain ARC-WH’s mandate in supporting Arab States parties in achieving a 
credible representation of World Heritage in the region, and ensuring the protection and 
safeguarding of properties and sites, ARC-WH Programmes and Activities follow the 
strategic objectives of the World Heritage Convention’s Five Cs:

ARC-WH developed integrated regional programmes and activities that promote 
interconnected and interdisciplinary approaches to the conservation of natural and 
cultural heritage in order to combine efforts towards enhancing the implementation of the 
World Heritage Convention in the Arab region. 
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1. PROGRAMMES AND ACTIVITIES
1.1 Advise State Parties Towards The Preparation of World Heritage 
and Harmonisation and Revision of The Tentative Lists

ORGANISING A CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP ON GEOPHYSICS 
ANALYSIS IN CONSERVATION FOR THE ARAB STATES

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
CAPACITY BUILDING
10 TO 14 OCTOBER 2021
MANAMA, BAHRAIN

The Capacity Building Workshop on Geophysics Analysis in Conservation for The Arab 
States was organised by ARC-WH and the World Monuments Fund (WMF). The workshop 
was made possible thanks to partial funding from ILUCIDARE Project, financed by the 
European Union. The workshop took place in Manama, Bahrain from 10 to 14 October 
2021 with 20 participants, representing various governmental and non-governmental 
institutions from Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Palestine, the United Arab 
Emirates, Saudi Arabia, and Tunisia. There were 126 applications from 14 Arab States 
in total, but unfortunately, due to COVID-19 travel restrictions, some of the selected 
participants representing Algeria, Iraq, Syria, and Yemen were unable to attend.

The workshop provided an overview of up-to-date geomatics methods used to 
document historical places, including GNSS, Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) and other 
surveying techniques, 3D terrestrial laser scanning, photogrammetry, and multispectral 
and hyperspectral remote sensing technologies. The relevance and use of new and non-
invasive methods in the conservation of heritage were presented and demonstrated to 
the participants. The site work ensured that each participant became familiar with the 
equipment, its potential uses, and limitations at the site. The workshop content included 
an extensive introduction of Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR), as well as electrical 
methods, magnetic prospection, microgravimetry, and geomatics techniques for accurate 
geo-referencing of data. The data gathered during the site work was presented to the 
participants to visualize how the outcomes can be interpreted to be used prior to or 
during the conservation works. The participants had the opportunity to present their 
work experiences, and discussions took place relevant to where and how the new 
techniques they were acquainted with could be useful in the context of their works. 

Overall, the workshop provided an opportunity to the participants to strengthen their 
expert network in the Arab region and to enhance their knowledge on new methods 
that can be used for heritage conservation and management, as well as imparting a 
clear understanding of how beneficial it can be to adopt a multidisciplinary approach in 
the heritage field. 

Historic Jeddah, the Gate to Makkah, Saudi Arabia
© Editions Gelbart 
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ASSISTING THE BAHRAIN 
AUTHORITY FOR CULTURE AND 
ANTIQUITIES (BACA) VISION FOR 
DEVELOPING A STRATEGY AIMING 
AT CONSERVING AND PROMOTING 
BAHRAIN’S HISTORIC SCHOOLS 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
2020-2021
CONSERVATION
BAHRAIN

The Bahrain Authority for Culture 
and Antiquities (BACA) is the national 
authority responsible for the preservation 
on historical elements and also for their 
promotion. Its mandate covers a variety of 
fields within the cultural sector, including 
a contribution to Bahrain’s Vision 2030, 
by developing and implementing national 
strategies to promote the country’s 
cultural identity.

Bahrain is one of the first countries in 
the region to establish a public education 
system for children. These initial schools 
were designed according to specific 
considerations of their surrounding 
environment and within a new modern 
architectural style, including traditional 
architectural elements from local and 
neighbouring Gulf countries. 

In this regard, BACA launched an effort to 
consider the need to preserve the heritage 
of this period of established educational 
systems in Bahrain and to promote the 
schools that still exist. ARC-WH was 
invited to contribute to the development 
of a vision for these historic schools and 
to propose how best to categorise and 
understand their cultural values. 

This activity consisted of several meetings 
to discuss the vision’s draft document, 
to review it, and to consider possible 
amendments. ARC-WH’s contribution 
highlighted the need for identifying 
criteria to assess the cultural values of the 
schools and their historical importance. 
ARC-WH introduced the Historic Urban 
Landscape (HUL) approach to be used as 
a framework for the development of this 
vision in order to avoid categorising these 
schools simply as monuments separated 
from their context and the broader 
environment. The vision’s draft document 
was finalised and then submitted to the 
relevant authorities for approval with a 
view toward future implementation.

EXPLORING THE INTERACTIONS BETWEEN THE GLOBALLY SIZEABLE DUGONG HERD WITH SEAGRASS MEADOWS 
AROUND HAWAR ISLANDS: IMPLICATIONS FOR CLIMATE CHANGE MITIGATION AND SYSTEMATIC CONSERVATION 
PLANNING

TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
CAPACITY BUILDING
2020 TO 2021
BAHRAIN

The study highlighted the natural heritage and socio-economic potential of large dugong herds off the southeastern coast of Bahrain. 
The study took place from 2020 to 2021. It implemented a multidisciplinary approach encompassing historical record assessment, 
structured interviews, an occupancy modelling framework, remote sensing and geographical information system (GIS), a citizen 
science network, opportunistic boat-based and aerial surveys, water quality monitoring, and seagrass ecological surveys.

Drone video footage conducted on 15 February 2021 off the northeast of Hawar Islands revealed a group of 696 dugongs. This group 
outnumbers the sizeable group reported in 1986 in Bahrain (674 dugongs). The study also included a wide range of interviews with 
fishermen and local communities to identify potential threats and challenges in regard to the conservation of the dugong herd.

CONDUCTING A DOCUMENTATION PROJECT OF THE HISTORIC FORTS OF 
THE KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN

DOCUMENTATION 
CONSERVATION
17 TO 30 JUNE 2021
MANAMA, BAHRAIN

ARC-WH and the Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities (BACA) collaborated 
with Torino Polytechnical University to undertake a metric documentation work of the 
historic forts of Bahrain. The team of experts from the Laboratory of Geomatics for 
Cultural Heritage of Torino Polytechnical University included specialists to acquire data 
by using different equipment, such as total station, GNSS receivers, SLAM, Terrestrial 
Laser Scanner, and UAV (unmanned aerial vehicle/drone). 

The documentation took place from 17 June to 30 June 2021 and included data 
acquisition at four forts in Bahrain: 

• Qal’at Al-Bahrain – Ancient Harbour and Capital of Dilmun  
- UNESCO World Heritage Site

• Qal’at Bu Maher – Pearling, Testimony of an Island 
Economy – UNESCO World Heritage Site

• Arad Fort – Archaeological Site of National Significance
• Riffa Fort - Archaeological Site of National Significance

The metric documentation constituted a fundamental stage of the conservation of 
forts project in Bahrain. The scope of the mission included data acquisition for metric 
documentation at the sites and production of the preliminary measured dataset. The 
collected data from this project was based on producing the metric datasets for the 
preliminary study phase of the Conservation and Restoration of Forts Project, coordinated 
by BACA.

5
NATURAL
SITES

TOTAL  
NUMBER OF  
WORLD HERITAGE 
NATURAL SITES IN THE 
ARAB REGION
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PROVIDING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE DEFINITION OF THE 
POTENTIAL OUV OF THE SITE OF THE ‘WAHRAN FORTIFICATION SYSTEM’ 
TOWARDS THE INCLUSION OF THE SITE ON ALGERIA’S TENTATIVE LIST 
AND ITS FUTURE NOMINATION

CAPACITY BUILDING
TRAINING
22 TO 31 MARCH 2021
REFLECTION MEETING 4 AND 6 JULY 2021
ONLINE VIA ZOOM - ALGERIA

From 22 to 31 March 2021, in close collaboration with the Algerian Ministry of Culture and 
Arts, ARC-WH organised an online capacity-building workshop on the project proposal 
for the Fortification System of the City of Wahran in Algeria. The online workshop 
was attended by heritage professionals and civil society representatives from Algeria, 
together with a group of international experts.

The workshop addressed the main mechanisms and concepts of the World Heritage 
Convention and focused on preparing Tentative Lists and Nomination files. The 
participants were introduced to the main concepts of the Nomination process, the 
concept of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV), and the requirements for integrity, 
authenticity, and management of World Heritage Sites. 

Since the Fortification System of Wahran is included within a significant urban context, 
participants received an overview of the approach carried out by the Recommendation 
on the Historic Urban Landscape (HUL) to identify the urban features of Wahran and the 
opportunities and challenges presented in the area.

A follow-up meeting was held on 4 and 6 July 2021 to continue discussions on the 
potential project to include the Fortification System of Wahran on Algeria’s Tentative 
List. The meeting was preceded by two national workshops and a site visit organised by 
the Algerian Ministry of Culture and Arts for the team in charge of the preparation of 
the future Nomination. The follow-up meeting aimed at discussing the findings of the 
national workshops and addressed the state of conservation and management issues 
identified during the site visit.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES OF THE 
ANCIENT MARIB OASIS, YEMEN

TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE
CONSERVATION 
ONLINE AND DESK STUDY 
2021

In line with the official request of the 
Ambassador and Permanent Delegate 
of Yemen to UNESCO, ARC-WH offered 
technical and financial assistance to 
the State Party of Yemen by engaging 
an external consultant who conducted 
a Comparative Analysis for the 
Archaeological Sites of the Ancient Marib 
Oasis. Furthermore, a partnership with 
the World Monuments Fund was created 
in order to support the local team of 
experts with the creation of management 
directives for the site, which is threatened 
to be further negatively affected by the 
ongoing armed conflict in its vicinity.

The site, considered a key archaeological 
remnant of the Kingdom of Sheba, 
has been on the national Tentative List 
since 2002 and underwent a nomination 
process in 2021.

PROVIDING TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO THE STATE PARTY 
OF LEBANON IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE LI BEIRUT INITIATIVE

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
CONSERVATION
2020 -2021
BEIRUT, LEBANON

The explosion on 4 August 2020 in Beirut severely damaged its surrounding urban 
environment, affecting roughly a third of the city’s housing, municipal services, and 
cultural activities. 

From the first day following the tragic explosion, ARC-WH, alongside its international 
partners, mobilised and contributed to several international meetings organised by 
UNESCO to draft an urgent Action Plan and a Roadmap for the recovery of Beirut. ARC-
WH also closely monitored the situation in Beirut through its local network of experts 
and the Directorate General of Antiquities in Lebanon. 

ARC-WH also cooperated with the World Heritage Centre (WHC) in the framework 
of the UNESCO-led “Li Beirut Initiative Roadmap” to prepare a project document to 
study the urban heritage values of the city of Beirut in order to map out its main urban 
heritage attributes and characteristics. 

This project has aimed to produce required mapping and information for heritage and 
urban regulations, laws, and planning policies – one of the targets identified in the “Li 
Beirut” initiative. It will create a platform for exchange and discussion between local 
and international experts on the potential inclusion of some urban areas of Beirut on 
UNESCO’s Tentative Lists, provided that a potential OUV is considered and identified 
within the aforementioned project. 

Given the implementation of this project, in cooperation with WHC and the UNESCO 
office in Beirut, ARC-WH contributed with an amount of USD 50,000 for the call of 
support by the “Li Beirut’ initiative. It also provided technical contributions in preparing 
the structure and programme of this project. The UNESCO Office in Beirut initiated 
the project, and its first outcomes will be discussed with ARC-WH and WHC for the 
subsequent steps in 2022.
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COORDINATION MEETING AND SITE 
VISITS TO DARB ZUBAIDA AS PART 
OF THE UPSTREAM PROCESS

APRIL AND OCTOBER 2021
FIELDWORK AND COORDINATION 
MEETING
IRAQ 
CREDIBILITY 

ARC-WH, in coordination with the relative 
stakeholders, conducted a number of 
meetings and site visits to Darb Zubaida 
Pilgrimage Road. This historical route, 
dated to the pre-Islamic era, was part of 
the Silk Road that straddled parts of the 
Arab region. The road starts from Kufa 
(located in the Najaf district) in Iraq and 
continues for over 1300 kilometers to 
Makkah, Saudi Arabia. The project aims at 
coordinating the relevant stakeholders in 
support of a potential nomination. 

CONDUCTING THE INTERNATIONAL 
WATERFOWL CENSUS (IWC) 

CAPACITY BUILDING 
FIELDWORK AND DESKTOP 
REPORTING 
26 TO 30 JANUARY 2021
IRAQ

From 26 to 30 January 2021, the 
Directorate for Environment in Southern 
Iraq (represented by technical staff from 
Basra, Missan, and Thi-qar) conducted 
the International Waterbirds Censuses 
(IWC) of the four natural components of 
the World Heritage property identified 
as the Ahwar of Southern Iraq: Refuge 
of Biodiversity and the Relict Landscape 
of the Mesopotamian Cities for the year 
2021. The survey was initiated by technical 
training, followed by establishing the plan 
for the survey itself. The training aimed 
at raising the technical capacities of the 
team that will conduct the surveys of the 
four natural components of the property. 

The team identified various threatened bird 
species during the surveys documented in 
the survey’s technical report. The 2021 
IWC survey is considered the first step 
towards establishing long-term monitoring 
for the migrant and resident waterfowl 
in the Ahwar and will aim to conduct 
these surveys each winter to create the 
indicators for the annual trends of these 
wintering populations.

ASSISTING THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF ENVIRONMENT IN CONDUCTING THE 
FIFTH INTERNATIONAL WATERFOWL CENSUS (IWC) IN BAHRAIN 

CAPACITY BUILDING 
4 TO 9 JANUARY 2021
BAHRAIN

In cooperation with the Supreme Council for the Environment (SCE), ARC-WH conducted 
field surveys of the IWC 2021; it marks the fifth study for Bahrain. The surveys were 
conducted by technical staff from both institutions. 

During these surveys, the team obtained considerable observations and records of 
birds, with activities such as visiting the new breeding colony of the vulnerable Socotra 
cormorant in the Al-Jarim Islands. A comprehensive report is being prepared and will 
include the census taken for the past five years.

PROVIDING FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT FOR THE STATE PARTY 
OF YEMEN FOR THE PREPARATION OF A NATIONAL INVENTORY OF 
CULTURAL HERITAGE 

CAPACITY BUILDING
TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
22 TO 23 FEBRUARY 2021
ONLINE VIA ZOOM AND FIELDWORK AND YEMEN

Following a request received from the General Organization for the Preservation of 
Historic Cities in Yemen (GOPHCY) to establish a national inventory of cultural heritage 
in Yemen, ARC-WH Governing Board approved the provision of technical and financial 
aid from ARC-WH to Yemen by training a team of local experts with a view toward 
conducting documentation work and values assessment as well as covering costs related 
to the project’s implementation.

ARC-WH organised an online workshop from 22 to 23 February 2021 to train heritage 
professionals in Yemen on the documentation of built heritage and strategic planning to 
establish inventories in accordance with international scientific standards.

Representatives from GOPHCY, the General Organization of Antiquities and Museums 
(GOAM), the UNESCO Project Office (Yemen), and the UNESCO Regional Office in Doha 
participated in the training workshop. The training aimed to increase the capacities of 
Yemeni experts in understanding methodologies related to the analysis and assessment 
of the significance of built heritage according to the local and national context. The 
activity was attended by 15 national experts representing GOPHCY and the General 
Organization of Antiquities and Museums (GOAM).

Following the implementation of this workshop, ARC-WH and GOPHCY signed an 
agreement to implement the project. It will consist of preparing a national strategy 
for the inventory and the documentation of three Governorates in Yemen. Due to the 
current situation in Yemen and the challenges faced in the conducting of field visits, 
an extension to 2022 seemed to be more realistic to achieve the expected results. 
Nevertheless, the first phase of the project was implemented with preparation of the 
detailed forms to be inserted in the ACCESS system, arrangement of the preliminary 
meeting to agree on sites to be visited, and coordination with concerned authorities to 
obtain the needed authorities. The project’s team could inform and register 121 sites 
distributed in three Yemeni Governorates. 

After completing this project, ARC-WH will continue to work closely with the local 
partners to provide additional support to help establish a comprehensive inventory of 
Yemen’s cultural heritage.
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Old City of Jerusalem and its Walls
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PROVIDING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR TUNISIA ON MANAGEMENT IN 
COLLABORATION WITH THE WORLD MONUMENTS FUND

CAPACITY BUILDING 
ONLINE VIA ZOOM - TUNIS 
JUNE 2020 – OCTOBER 2021
WORKSHOP AND FIELDWORK 21 – 25 NOVEMBER 2021
TUNISIA

In partnership with the World Monuments Fund (WMF), the Arab Regional Center for 
World Heritage ARC-WH continued to provide technical assistance to Tunisia’s National 
Heritage Institute (INP) during the year 2021 to improve management planning for three 
archaeological sites in the country. The selected sites to implement this cooperation 
were: Kairouan and the archaeological Archaeological Site of Dougga (both World 
Heritage properties), and the city of Sfax (currently on the Tentative List of Tunisia).

Following the first phase of the activity (2020), which focused on training participants and 
equipping them with the necessary knowledge and skills for management planning, the 
second phase (2021) was conducted remotely. Coordination meetings were held weekly to 
discuss the requirements for managing the selected sites with the team members. 

Due to mandatory social distancing restrictions, participants could not complete the 
fieldwork, including meetings with stakeholders and local partners and collecting all 
the necessary documentation. However, the project continued within to the limitations 
imposed by the global pandemic. 

Participants worked on drafting several parts of the management systems. These drafts 
were prepared and were submitted to ARC-WH and WMF for technical advice. The 
documents are still under review for further improvements. The participants are still 
working on additional sections of the proposed management plans.

From 21 to 26 November 2021, ARC-WH and WMF, in collaboration with INP, conducted a 
field mission to Tunisia to visit the three sites and continue discussions on the management 
requirements with all participants. The field visit allowed ARC-WH to observe the states of 
conservation for the sites of Dougga and Kairouan, with ongoing measures to be integrated 
within a comprehensive management system. ARC-WH observed degradation of the City 
of Sfax in terms of conservation that urgently needs an operational preservation plan to be 
implemented in collaboration with concerned stakeholders. In addition to the fieldwork, 
a two-day workshop was held in Tunis to discuss improving the three draft management 
plans and the state of conservation of the sites. The work on this project will continue 
until the end of the first semester of 2022. 

SUPPORT WADI RUM IN THE PRESERVATION OF THE OUTSTANDING UNIVERSAL VALUE THROUGH TOURISM 
ACCESS CONTROL

CONSERVATION
ON-SITE PROJECT
2020-2021
WADI RUM PROTECTED AREA

The project’s objective is to protect the integrity of the Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) of the Wadi Rum Protected Area 
and minimise the negative impact of uncontrolled vehicle traffic and access to sensitive World Heritage components through the 
implementation of access control measures.

It aims to install barriers (using suitable materials that fit the site setting) to better control and manage access points in susceptible 
environmental areas, including fragile rock art. The barrier will also help to minimise the impact of tourism in the targeted sites, such 
as valleys and locations of crucial prehistoric archaeological inscriptions.

During phase I, the project has completed this aim at identifying key areas, such as the Lawrence Spring, the Khazali Canyon, and the 
Um Fruth Rock Bridge. Natural stones were placed in strategic points to prevent the access of motorised vehicles.

Phase II focuses on additional attributes of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV), such as the Alameleh prehistoric inscription site, and 
will create platforms that will allow visitors to view the rock art without negatively impacting their condition.

The Project is expected to be finalised with the instalment of guidance boards and information signs in the locations that require 
illustration and interpretation on biodiversity, geology, and their outstanding cultural heritage value.

1. PROGRAMMES AND ACTIVITIES
1.2 Support the Management of World Heritage Sites
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GHUBA MANGROVES RESTORATION PROJECT ON SOCOTRA

PROJECT
2021 
GHUBA BAY, SOCOTRA

ARC-WH, in collaboration with Friends of Soqotra (FoS) and the Environmental 
Protection Authority (EPA) of Socotra, Yemen, concluded Phase I of the “Ghuba 
Mangroves Restoration Project on Socotra” in 2019. The project was co-founded by 
FoS and implemented by the local Socotri NGO, Al Tamek Association for Mangrove 
Restoration, in collaboration with ARC-WH’s Socotra Projects Officer.

The project has been successfully progressing in partnership with the local Al Tamek 
Association for Protecting the Mangrove Tree and the Yemen Environment Protection 
Authority (EPA). It is in its final stage of completion.

Mangroves represent a vital element of coastal and marine ecosystems, as they provide 
numerous ecosystem benefits. In regard to the environment, apart from being an 
essential habitat for species such as the Socotra Warbler and other birds, crustaceans, 
and reptiles, trees also play a crucial role in coastal erosion prevention and are considered 
carbon sinks – thus key components contributing to climate change mitigation.

In regard to the local communities, especially those living in coastal areas, mangroves 
have traditionally been a regular part of their living environment. They play an essential 
role in their daily lives as valuable materials for building, fire-making, and grazing. 
Mangrove stands have declined for several reasons ranging from human to natural 
factors. Due to the destructive effects of climate change and cyclones that struck the 
island in 2015 and 2018, mangroves have drastically decreased. Furthermore, overgrazing 
and extensive logging have also taken their toll, and further loss of mangroves leads to 
increased coastal erosion.

In light of these challenges, the restoration project aimed at restoring and rehabilitating 
the lost mangrove ecosystem in a pilot plot in the bay of the Ghuba village on the north 
coast of Socotra to support the mitigation and minimisation of coastal erosion, as well 
as enhancing the wellbeing of the local community.

MITIGATION OF HURRICANE IMPACT ON ENDEMIC AND THREATENED PLANTS IN SOCOTRA – PROJECT PHASE II 

ON-SITE PROJECT 
CONTINUATION FROM 2018
CONSERVATION
SOCOTRA 

Since 2018, ARC-WH has provided extensive support to the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) of Socotra, Yemen, in order to implement 
the International Emergency Assistance financed by the UNESCO World Heritage Fund to establish two regeneration plant nurseries of iconic 
endemic flora. These flora were threatened by the destructive impacts left in the wake of two cyclones that struck the island in 2015 and 
2018; other destructive impacts have come from overgrazing from goats and construction projects. 

The ongoing project is located in two mountainous Protected Areas in Homhil and Fermhin, both critically damaged by cyclones and 
hurricanes. Two fenced plant nurseries with irrigation systems were installed with the active involvement and training of a team of local 
community members. These community members not only installed the nurseries, collected seeds and grew seedlings but were also trained 
in the monitoring and maintaining of the nurseries to allow the natural regeneration of the threatened plant species. 

The project is in Phase II, which leads to completing the creation of the nurseries with well-functioning irrigation systems and a more 
sustainable monitoring system. However, it has also achieved many milestones that represent crucial added values to the livelihood of the 
local community.

For the first time in history, the local community living in the mountainous area of Fermhin have access to fresh drinking water, since the 
project created a piped connection to a freshwater source in the Skand mountain. They now have access to natural water, which they can 
use for healthful drinking and farming.

Local community members have been contracted and trained in monitoring and maintaining the nurseries to create sustainability. Most 
importantly, it is the first time that women from the community are actively engaged in this project. The women also benefit from the 
funding directly by getting trained and paid for their work inside the nurseries. They are also being paid for planting and raising the tree 
seedlings inside their private gardens, which are then relocated to the nursery once they reach a certain size.

Children from the community are also involved in the process. This in turn raises their awareness of the importance of environmental 
protection and biodiversity conservation. Moreover, it creates a sense of ownership of the project and a sense of value for the work 
undertaken during the implementation and monitoring process, leading to more sustainability. 

Thanks to the creation of a fenced nursery, the growth of other important plant species were recorded. This was possible due to the fact that 
the fences created an area where goat grazing is prevented. This allows the plants to grow naturally without grazing during their early growth 
phases. Some of these plants, such as the Aloe Vera plant, are especially important to the local community as they serve as medicinal plants.
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ORGANISING AN ONLINE 
WORKSHOP FOR THE PREPARATION 
OF MANAGEMENT PLANS FOR 
CULTURAL HERITAGE SITES IN 
ALGERIA 

CAPACITY BUILDING
WORKSHOP
3 TO 7 OCTOBER 2021
ONLINE VIA ZOOM - ALGERIA

In collaboration with the Ministry of 
Culture and Arts in Algeria, ARC-WH 
organised an online workshop from 3 to 
7 October 2021 to prepare management 
plans for cultural heritage sites in Algeria. 
The main objective was to understand 
the conditions and management needs of 
World Heritage Sites in Algeria and work 
with participants on the methodologies 
and approaches used in managing and 
planning for heritage sites. 

The workshop’s content focused on the 
principles and procedures of governance 
and management using values-based 
approaches. Particular interest was given 
to the natural and archaeological heritage, 
widely represented in Algeria. The working 
methodology targeted a robust interactive 
dimension with short presentations 
setting the stage for collaborative group 
exercises, helping participants to better 
understand new concepts and working 
methods.

The World Heritage Site of Djémila was 
adopted as a case study for all workshop 
exercises, designed around key phases of 
management planning.

The collective reflections and exchanges 
on the challenges of governance and 
management of World Heritage properties 
in Algeria were an important achievement 
of this workshop. It was recommended that 
concerned Algerian authorities consolidate 
the network of heritage professionals that 
attended the training and organise national 
meetings of World Heritage Sites at the 
national level to share expertise and benefit 
from the experiences of one another.

PROVIDING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE STATE PARTY OF TUNISIA 
ON THE PREPARATION OF THE STATE OF CONSERVATION REPORTS AND 
IMPACT ASSESSMENT STUDIES

CAPACITY BUILDING
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND WORKSHOP
7 TO 13 SEPTEMBER 2021
ONLINE VIA ZOOM - TUNISIA

Following an assistance request submitted by the National Institute for Heritage (INP) 
in Tunisia, ARC-WH organised a training workshop on the main concepts and processes 
of preparing State of Conservation Reports (SOC) and Impact Assessment studies HIA 
in Tunisia. The workshop aimed to strengthen the capacities of heritage professionals 
in Tunisia to respond to the decisions of the World Heritage Committee to improve the 
state of conservation of World Heritage properties and to implement the necessary 
impact assessment studies concerning development projects.

The workshop was held online between 7 to 13 September 2021. It covered the general 
mechanisms of the World Heritage Convention, as well as the method of monitoring 
and preserving World Heritage Sites by preparing reports on the state of conservation, 
in addition to other monitoring mechanisms. The workshop also familiarised the 
participants with the context of World Heritage Impact Assessments.

In both cases, the approach followed the standards established by the operational guidelines 
and other standards set by the Advisory Bodies to the World Heritage Convention.

ORGANISING A TRAINING WORKSHOP FOR THE STATE PARTY OF THE 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES ON MECHANISMS OF THE WORLD HERITAGE 
CONVENTION AND THE NOMINATION PROCESS

CAPACITY BUILDING 
TRAINING
 20 TO 22 SEPTEMBER 2021
ONLINE VIA ZOOM AND THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

With a view toward building the capacities of professionals working in various United 
Arab Emirates’ Heritage Institutions, in terms of the processes of the World Heritage 
Convention and the need to improve Heritage Conservation and management 
understanding, the Ministry of Culture and Youth in the United Arab Emirates requested 
the assistance of ARC-WH to organise a training workshop that would cover several 
concepts and processes of the World Heritage Convention including the preparation of 
nominations. The workshop was therefore organised online from 20 to 22 September 
2021 and covered several processes of World Heritage with attention to specific 
underrepresented categories of heritage and the preparation of nominations.

Following further discussion with UAE, more focus was given to underrepresented 
categories such as Modern Heritage and synergies between cultural and natural heritage. 
The training workshop also included an overview of the initiative launched by the World 
Heritage Centre in 2015 in Kuwait City focusing on “Urban and Architectural Heritage of 
Modernities in the Arab World”. The three-day workshop revealed the need for the UAE 
heritage professionals getting into the field to become better acquainted with the World 
Heritage Convention and its applications.

revealed the need for the UAE heritage professionals getting into the field to become 
better acquainted with the World Heritage Convention and its applications.
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TRAINING WORKSHOP ON THE 
WORLD HERITAGE CONVENTION 
AND THE STATEMENT OF THE OUV 
OF THE NATURAL COMPONENTS 
OF THE AHWAR WORLD HERITAGE 
PROPERTY

CAPACITY BUILDING
WORKSHOP
20 TO 21 DECEMBER 2021
IRAQ

From 20 to 21 December 2021, ARC-
WH, in cooperation with the Centre for 
Restoration of Marshlands and Wetlands 
(CRIMW), organised a training workshop 
at CRIMW’s premises in Baghdad, Iraq. 
The training workshop, “Refuge of 
Biodiversity and the Relict Landscape of 
the Mesopotamian Cities”, was based on 
the updated methodologies and concepts 
adopted by UNESCO and the World 
Heritage Committee, aimed at improving 
the understanding of heritage conservation 
and management requirements of the 
four natural components of the Ahwar of 
Southern Iraq.

The workshop included five lectures 
on topics ranging from biodiversity and 
Protected Areas in Iraq to the main 
concepts and processes of the World 
Heritage Convention and monitoring 
methodologies, such as the preparation of 
State of Conservation reports. In addition, 
plenary sessions were held where the 
attendees discussed various issues related 
to the natural components, especially 
preparing the SOC report. 

The training was attended by 19 
participants, including CRIMW staff in 
Baghdad and a number of technical staff 
from the three governorates with the four 
natural components of Ahwar, as well as 
technical staff from the Ministry of Water 
Resources.

This workshop is part of a long-term 
capacity-building program to enhance the 
technical capacities of the Ahwar’s natural 
component staff involved with the day to 
day management of the site. 

MITIGATING CLIMATE CHANGE EFFECTS THROUGH TRADITIONAL LAND 
MANAGEMENT PRACTICES - PROJECT PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ROYAL 
BOTANIC GARDEN IN EDINBURGH 

ON-SITE PROJECT AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
CONSERVATION 
2021

This research project is considered an extension of the Socotra Heritage Project funded 
in 2019 by the British Council Cultural Protection Fund. ARC-WH was a collaborating 
partner (project title: Integrating Cultural Heritage into Conservation and Development 
Planning on Soqotra - Project CPL-185-16 – British Council Funding).

The project was approved by the Arts & Humanities Research Council (AHRC) and is 
funded by the AHRC through the Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF) and the UK 
Government Department for Culture, Media & Sport (DCMS).

Traditional land management practices of Socotra and all the knowledge systems they 
contain are on the verge of being lost forever. While climate change is not often deemed 
as requiring an “urgent” response in the humanitarian sense, it is widely recognised that 
research and action to mitigate climate change do constitutean urgent requirement.

Traditional knowledge systems are no longer as highly valued as they once were in 
Socotra due to multiple changes in government and demographics. As Socotra continues 
to modernise, such traditions have, at least for the younger generation, become less 
relevant. The older generation, who still possess this knowledge, have not passed it on 
to the next generation. In short, it is dying with them.

Rock-Art Sites of Tadrart Acacus, Libya
© Editions Gelbart 
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TRAINING WORKSHOP ON INTEGRATING THE POLICY DOCUMENT ON WORLD HERITAGE AND SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT AND THE 2030 SDGS AGENDA INTO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WORLD HERITAGE CONVENTION 
IN THE ARAB STATES (ICOMOS, ARC-WH AND BACA)

CAPACITY BUILDING 
WORKSHOP 
31 MAY, 1 TO 3, 7 TO 8, AND 10 JUNE 2021
ONLINE VIA ZOOM

In 2015, the UNESCO General Assembly adopted the Policy document for the Integration of a Sustainable Development Perspective 
into the Processes of the World Heritage Convention. This Policy is aligned with the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
It highlighted the crucial vital role of World Heritage in fostering and achieving sustainable development that also contributes to the 
conservation of properties through economic and social development activities and recovery. 

In the framework of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between ARC-WH and the International Council on Monuments 
and Sites (ICOMOS) in March 2021, ARC-WH, in collaboration with ICOMOS and the Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities 
(BACA), agreed to organise regional capacity-building workshops, dividing the Arab Countries’ participants according to language 
preferences. These training workshops aimed to enhance and expand the understanding and integration of approaches carried out 
by the Policy document, along with the Recommendations on the Historic Urban Landscape (HUL), into the processes of the World 
Heritage Convention in the Arab region. 

From 31 May to 10 June 2021, the First Workshop on Integrating the Policy Document on World Heritage and Sustainable Development 
and the 2030 Agenda into implementing the World Heritage Convention in the Arab States was held online. The workshop was 
attended by Focal Points and Site Managers from the Arab region who were introduced to concepts and international case studies on 
the integration between World Heritage, sustainable development, and the HUL approach. 

The training included a virtual exercise that applied a learning-by-doing approach using a World Heritage property and scenarios as 
case studies theoretically to apply the concepts and processes discussed. 

The online workshop gathered 35 participants from seven countries that benefited from the experience of a diverse group of 
international experts, which helped Focal Points and Site Managers from the Arab region to better understand sustainable conservation, 
management, and planning for World Heritage Sites.
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1. PROGRAMMES AND ACTIVITIES
1.3 Thematic Programmes - World Heritage

Sanganeb Marine National Park and Dungonab Bay – 
Mukkawar Island Marine National Park, Sudan

© Editions Gelbart 
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PARTICIPATING IN THE ONLINE 
TECHNICAL MEETINGS FOR 
PROPERTIES ON THE LIST OF 
WORLD HERITAGE IN DANGER, 
DESIRED STATE OF CONSERVATION 
FOR THE REMOVAL OF PROPERTIES 
FROM SYRIA, LIBYA AND IRAQ 
FROM THE LIST OF WORLD 
HERITAGE IN DANGER

ORGANISED BY THE WORLD 
HERITAGE CENTRE (WHC)
ONLINE VIA ZOOM
2020 - 2021

Following the need to move forward with 
the elaboration of the Desired State of 
Conservation for the removal of several 
properties from the List of World Heritage 
in Danger (DSOCR), and keeping in line 
with the Operational Guidelines for the 
implementation of the World Heritage 
Convention, and given the constraints 
imposed by the global pandemic of 
Covid-19, the World Heritage Centre 
and the Advisory Bodies agreed that 
the elaboration of the DSOCR for these 
properties could be carried out remotely.

This set of meetings provided information 
to ICOMOS experts on the current state of 
conservation of the properties and allowed 
for remote online support. Other online 
meetings that ARC-WH did not participate 
in were organised to review and finalise 
the DSOCR proposal submitted to the 
World Heritage Committee.

The first meetings provided clarification for 
ARC-WH to better understand the situation 
at each site and interact with concerned 
States Parties on specific issues that need 
to be addressed by ARC-WH in the future. 
Since DSOCR is a statutory process, ARC-
WH is unable to contribute.

EMERGENCY RESTORATION PROGRAM FOR DAMAGED BUILDINGS IN THE 
WORLD HERITAGE SITE OLD WALLED CITY OF SHIBAM

TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
YEMEN
CULTURE 

This project, funded by the ALIPH Foundation, aims to support the local authorities in 
safeguarding the Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) of the Walled City of Shibam, a 
World Heritage Site in Yemen, which has been on the World Heritage List “in Danger” 
since 2015. […World Heritage In Danger List …]

The World Heritage site has been affected by both armed conflict and severe torrential 
rains and floods resulting from climate change in the past number of years. Consequently, 
this has led to a drastic increase in structural decay, poverty, and migration outside the 
city. The OUV of the site is not only related to the iconic traditional skyscraper buildings, 
commonly known as the Manhattan of the Desert,but also to the fact that the city has 
been continuously inhabited since the first millennium AD.

The project directly focuses on safeguarding the OUV by restoring 15 historic buildings 
through active job creation for the local craftsmen who apply their traditional restoration 
expertise and allow the local families to return to their homes and counteract their 
migration and neglect.

1. PROGRAMMES AND ACTIVITIES
1.4 Support World Heritage Sites in Danger

WEBINAR: CULTURAL HERITAGE 
AND PEOPLE IN THE POST-
TRAUMA PROCESS: BUILDING 
RESILIENCE THROUGH INTEGRATED 
RECONSTRUCTION AND RECOVERY 
OF HERITAGE

9 MARCH 2021
ONLINE VIA ZOOM
CULTURE

On 9 March 2021, ARC-WH held a 
second webinar on reconstruction and 
post-trauma recovery entitled Cultural 
Heritage and People in the Post-Trauma 
Process: Building Resilience through 
Integrated Reconstruction and Recovery 
of Heritage. The event was attended by 
a virtual audience from across the globe. 
It was organised in the framework of 
the International Conference: Integrated 
Reconstruction and Post-Trauma Impact 
on Communities and Socio-Economic 
Aspects of Recovery.

The second webinar built upon the 
outcomes of the first webinar, Cultural 
Heritage and People - Building Resilience 
in the Superimposed Trauma, held in 
2020. The webinar welcomed a diverse 
panel of experts who addressed the 
importance of combining empirical and 
theoretical knowledge, which is ever-
evolving through the need to develop 
synergies of global and local responses 
to the persisting occurrences of heritage 
destruction and social trauma. The 
webinar focused on exchanging ideas 
and knowledge transmission among 
communities, heritage organisations, and 
experts, with a common aim to build 
resilience through heritage recovery.

WEBINAR: INTEGRATED 
RECONSTRUCTION OF HERITAGE 
IN THE POST-TRAUMA SOCIAL 
AND ECONOMIC RECOVERY IN 
LIGHT OF THE UN SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

17 JUNE 2021
ONLINE VIA ZOOM
CULTURE 

On 17 June 2021 ARC-WH held the 
third and final webinar Integrated 
Reconstruction of Heritage in the Post-
Trauma Social and Economic Recovery in 
Light of the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals. The webinar was organised within 
the framework of the International 
Conference: Integrated Reconstruction 
and Post-Trauma Impact on Communities 
and Socio-Economic Aspects.

The third webinar invited a panel of 
experts who discussed and presented 
case studies on resilience and sustainable 
reconstruction of cultural heritage in 
a post-trauma recovery context, using 
people-centred approaches for recovery 
as a method of processing social traumas. 
Each presentation uniquely highlighted 
the many ways in which cultural heritage 
can promote and inspire a community’s 
resilience and social cohesion in the 
wake of destruction. Presentations also 
discussed how culture itself could be a key 
to survival for populations that have been 
displaced and affected by obstacles, such 
as armed conflict and political upheaval.

POST-CONFLICT RECOVERY AND 
RECONSTRUCTION OF BUILT 
HERITAGE TO STRENGTHEN 
COMMUNITIES’ RESILIENCE AND 
SOCIAL COHESION

World Heritage sites, monuments, and 
historic rural and urban areas have been 
severely affected by deliberate destruction, 
often because of armed conflicts, with 
significant loss of life, affecting both the 
individual and the community as a whole. 
This depth of distress causes not only 
individual but societal trauma, a situation 
in which societies become too weak to 
cope with collective struggles and a wide 
range of social problems.

In this regard, ARC-WH launched and took 
part in a number of initiatives to reflect 
on and address post-conflict recovery 
and reconstruction of built heritage and 
strengthen communities’ resilience and 
social cohesion to build back better. These 
initiatives included the organisation of 
three webinars and an online International 
Conference: Integrated Reconstruction 
and Post-Trauma Impact on Communities 
and Socio-Economic Aspects of Recovery.

ARC-WH also prepared a publication that 
includes several case studies. Activities 
presented below were implemented online 
in 2020 and 2021 to integrate the impact 
of the pandemic and recent disasters in 
discussions about recovery.
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE: INTEGRATED RECONSTRUCTION AND POST-TRAUMA IMPACT ON COMMUNITIES 
AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF RECOVERY

8 TO 10 NOVEMBER 2021
ONLINE VIA ZOOM
CULTURE

From 8 to 10 November 2021, ARC-WH organised the online International Conference Integrated Reconstruction and Post-Trauma 
Impact on Communities and Socio-Economic Aspects of Recovery. The Conference invited prominent experts and representatives 
from international organisations and NGOs to share their expertise and present case studies and lessons learned in post-trauma 
recovery. ARC-WH collaborated with Dr Amra Hadzimuhamedovic, an internationally recognised expert in recovery and post-trauma 
reconstruction with academic and professional experience in this field.

Over three days, presentations and discussions covered the following topics:

1. Heritage reconstruction and recovery in light of the principles of Agenda 2030 and sustainable development goals.
2. Heritage reconstruction economics.
3. The social trauma-healing potential of people-centred, context-attentive, and inclusive heritage reconstruction and recovery.
4. Reconstruction and recovery in the digital age—advantages and ethical concerns.
5. Challenges of heritage recovery in contexts where similar disaster recurs periodically or multiple disasters coincide.
6. Reconstruction and recovery challenges during the Covid 19 pandemic.
7. Partnership and coordinated action in integrated post-disaster heritage reconstruction and recovery at the international level.

During the discussions, participants highlighted that any newly established guidance for post-disaster recovery would need to be 
integrated with previous doctrines and projects. The Conference had already been organised within two main previous initiatives: the 
Warsaw Recommendation on Recovery and Reconstruction of Cultural Heritage (UNESCO World Heritage Centre 2018) and the Culture 
in City Reconstruction and Recovery (CURE) position paper (UNESCO-World Bank 2018).

Furthermore, the different interventions and discussion panels insisted on shifting attention from post-trauma recovery processes to 
a people-centred approach and sustainable development. The experts also highlighted the complexity of addressing communities and 
vulnerable groups during trauma by using sustainable approaches for displaced populations. On the other hand, the Conference also 
tackled policies and the need to identify universal principles for policymaking and governance. Additionally, experts discussed the 
continuity between various dimensions of cultural heritage and heritage economics vis-à-vis post-disaster reconstruction and recovery.

In the end, the Moderators of the Conference’s sessions presented the synthesis of the different panels they shared. A final concluding 
session was held during which participants brought forward several recommendations, and the publication of the articles prepared by the 
participants was presented.

BOOK LAUNCH: INTEGRATED 
RECONSTRUCTION AND POST-
TRAUMA IMPACT ON COMMUNITIES 
AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC ASPECTS  
OF RECOVERY

CULTURE
COMMUNICATION

The book “Integrated Reconstruction and 
Post-Trauma Impact on Communities and 
Socio-Economic Aspects of Recovery” 
was the result of the outcomes of three 
webinars on recovery, held in 2020 and 
2021, and the Integrated Reconstruction 
and Post-Trauma Impact on Communities 
held in November 2021.

It includes general discussions and 
presents experiences and lessons learned 
from all around the world, including 
Albania, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iraq, Italy, 
Lebanon, Nepal, Palestine, Poland, Syria, 
Tanzania, Uganda, and Yemen, as well 
as experiences in reconstructing heritage 
through the activities of the UNESCO 
World Heritage Centre, ALIPH, ICCROM, 
and WMF.

More than 30 experts contributed to this 
collection of topics, including heritage 
reconstruction economics, social justice, 
the authenticity of the value attribution 
process to heritage, and the nexus 
between political will, social and individual 
needs, and heritage reconstruction in 
the light of Agenda 2030 and the UN 
sustainable development goals.

The contents of this book reaffirm that 
heritage reconstruction processes do 
indeed contribute to societal recovery 
from trauma, building fostering stable 
peace, and establishing frameworks for 
sustainable development.

21
SITES

IN 
DANGER

TOTAL NUMBER  
OF WORLD 

HERITAGE SITES 
IN DANGER IN THE 

ARAB REGION
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TRAINING ON UNESCO CULTURAL CONVENTIONS: MECHANISM AND 
PROCEDURES FOR THE MOHAMMED BIN MUBARAK AL KHALIFA ACADEMY 
FOR DIPLOMATIC STUDIES

CAPACITY BUILDING 
ONLINE MEETING 
5 TO 6 APRIL 2021
ONLINE VIA ZOOM

From 5 to 6 April 2021, ARC-WH, in collaboration with the Mohammed bin Mubarak 
Al Khalifa Academy for Diplomatic Studies, held a two-day online workshop entitled 
UNESCO Cultural Conventions: Mechanism and Procedures. A total of 40 participants 
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bahrain attended the workshop and received 
extensive information from resource persons from various fields of culture and diplomacy 
such as UNESCO staff, archaeology, conservation architects, legal experts, and a former 
Assistant Director-General at UNESCO.

This workshop familiarised the aspiring cultural diplomats and representatives from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bahrain with various UNESCO cultural-related Conventions, 
in addition to UNIDRIOT Convention.

BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE FOR THE TRADITIONAL CRAFTS OF SOQOTRA – PROJECT PARTNERSHIP WITH 
THE ROYAL BOTANIC GARDEN IN EDINBURGH

CAPACITY BUILDING 
2021
YEMEN

This project was approved by the British Council and is funded by the Cultural Protection Fund through support from the UK Government 
Department for Culture, Media & Sport (DCMS).

This project focuses on intangible heritage craft practices in the Socotra Archipelago. The project has documented a range of practices, 
and has also highlighted that some are being practised by the last few artisans of their generation. Without immediate documentation 
and active conservation, these traditions will be lost forever.

The intangible heritage of Socotra provides a link between traditional lifestyles and the environment which it manages and relies upon, 
coupled with the evolution of language and traditions associated with the heritage directly.

The project aims to identify traditional crafts with potential contemporary markets, expand documentation to poorly known practices, 
and expand existing documentation into developing awareness, marketing, and training materials. Furthermore, it seeks to create a 
business environment that will conserve traditional crafts and enable economic benefits to artisans and their communities.

1. PROGRAMMES AND ACTIVITIES
1.5 Develop and Foster Synergies
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Amphitheatre of El Jem, Tunisia
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PUBLICATION: NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
FOR NATURAL HERITAGE IN THE 
ARAB REGION (FINALISATION AND 
PUBLICATION)

CONSERVATION

This assessment has been published in 
2021 and aims at evaluating the Arab 
States Region’s needs and programmatic 
priorities associated with implementing 
the World Heritage Convention to ensure 
the adequate and long-term protection 
of the region’s Natural World Heritage 
and strengthen its integration into global 
efforts and outlooks.

ARC-WH concluded the draft of the 
assessment and is looking forward to 
identifying priorities for safeguarding 
natural heritage in the Arab region with 
its key partners, such as the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

PUBLICATION: EXPLORING CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE ARAB REGION, 
POTENTIAL OFFERED FOR A MORE BALANCED WORLD HERITAGE LIST

CREDIBILITY 

The study, ‘Exploring Cultural Heritage of the Arab Region, Potential offered for a more 
balanced World Heritage List’, was prepared in collaboration between ARC-WH and 
ICOMOS to analyse how the Arab States region can contribute to a more representative 
World Heritage List. It took into account the geo-cultural specificities of the Arab 
region and its historical development and socio-cultural and institutional factors that 
can support or hinder an improved and more faithful reflection of the region’s cultural 
heritage on the World Heritage List.

The preparation of this publication included three activities:

• An analysis of the entries on the World Heritage List and the Tentative Lists of the 
Arab States

• International experts were asked to complete a questionnaire to elicit and extract 
observations on the strengths of the region’s heritage.

• A workshop was held for a group of specialists from the region and beyond to 
discuss questionnaire results, identify the questionnaire results, identify the heritage 
potentials of the region, and outline steps forward.

The study developed several key findings regarding the potential themes and typologies 
of cultural heritage that the Arab States should further explore to contribute to a more 
balanced and representative World Heritage List. 

The drafting and copyediting of the publication were conducted in close collaboration 
between ICOMOS and ARC-WH during 2021. The publication was uploaded online for 
public access on ICOMOS and ARC-WH websites.

PUBLICATION: PRODUCE TABE’A REPORT III (NATURE-CULTURE LINKAGES, 
CONFLICT AND CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS ON NATURAL HERITAGE IN THE 
ARAB REGION)

2021
CONSERVATION

Tabe’a III is the third report since 2015 and stems from the Tabe’a Programme, a 
collaborative initiative between IUCN and ARC-WH. Associated with the IUCN World 
Heritage Outlook, it is the only publication documenting progress, challenges, and 
opportunities for protecting outstanding natural areas in the Arab States through 
the World Heritage Convention. This knowledge is key to identifying conservation 
priorities for the region and seizing the Convention’s capacity as a unique international 
conservation instrument.

Natural World Heritage Sites are not only globally significant protected areas, but 
they also provide resources critical to local communities’ livelihoods. The relationship 
between people and their natural surroundings is indivisible, and many World Heritage 
Sites demonstrate the complex interactions between nature and culture. Nowhere is this 
more evident than in the Arab region, which boasts a high percentage of mixed World 
Heritage sites. This report addresses the increasing recognition of these interlinkages in 
the conservation of heritage sites in the Arab States.

Tabe’a III also delves into the complex socio-economic and environmental challenges 
of conflict and instability in the region. Compared to cultural sites, less is known about 
impacts on natural World Heritage. Yet natural areas, including World Heritage Sites, 
have underpinned many peace-building priorities, showing their remarkable protective 
and restorative potential.

This report also examines the key challenges that sites face due to extreme weather 
events in the Arab region. The IUCN World Heritage Outlook 3 has revealed that, at the 
global level, climate change is now the number-one threat to natural World Heritage. 
Climate change was already the Arab region’s most prevalent threat in 2017 and will 
continue to be so in 2021. As one of the planet’s most water-scarce regions with flood-
prone coastal areas and sensitive marine ecosystems, the Arab region is particularly 
vulnerable to climate change. At the same time, it is a rich well of traditional and 
institutional knowledge with enormous potential to make an essential contribution to 
global efforts.

2. KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTION AND TRANSMISSION
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PUBLICATION: PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF URBAN HERITAGE IN 
THE ARAB REGION - PUBLICATION: CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES OF URBAN HERITAGE IN THE ARAB STATES

2021
CULTURE 
CONSERVATION

In 2018 ARC-WH organised a series of public lectures on urban heritage in the Arab 
States at its headquarters in Manama, Bahrain. These public lectures, concerning World 
Heritage cities located in the Arab region, highlighted the importance of these cities 
for their inhabitants’ socio-cultural life as part of their cultural identity. The lectures 
emphasised the cities’ international significance from a World Heritage perspective.

To capitalise on the knowledge and wealth of information discussed during these 
lectures, ARC-WH collaborated with the speakers who participated in this cycle of public 
lectures in coordination with an urban heritage specialist to prepare a publication on the 
urban heritage of the Arab region.

In addition to the experts’ contribution, the publication includes articles provided by ARC-
WH and a comprehensive analysis of the various cases studies as well as conclusions 
prepared by the coordinator of the publication in collaboration with ARC-WH. The 
articles contain information on the historical development of the concerned cities, the 
central values and cultural significance conveyed by each of them, and management 
issues and challenges they have been facing. The publication is available on ARC-WH’s 
website.

REPORT OF THE THIRD CYCLE 
OF THE PERIODIC REPORTING 
EXERCISE IN THE ARAB STATES

JUNE 2021
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
CONSERVATION

Following the collaborative efforts 
between ARC-WH and the World Heritage 
Centre (WHC), the outcomes of the 
report on the results of the Third Cycle 
of the Periodic Reporting exercise in the 
Arab States (WHC/21/44.COM/10A) were 
published in 2021. The findings were part 
of the working and information documents 
for the Extended 44th session of the 
World Heritage Committee in Fuzhou 
(China) and presented online from 16 to 
31 July 2021.

Periodic Reporting, a self-reporting 
process conducted by States Parties of 
each region, is essential for conserving 
and monitoring World Heritage Sites. The 
regional reports provide vital information 
on the effectiveness of implementing the 
World Heritage Convention, and help to 
establish regional Action Plans to address 
the main issues identified. The Third Cycle 
of the Periodic Reporting in the Arab 
States was launched in 2018 following 
Decision 41 COM 10A during the 41st 
session of the World Heritage Committee, 
held in Krakow, Poland.

Since 2018, ARC-WH, in collaboration 
with the World Heritage Centre (WHC), 
has organised regional activities, 
workshops, and meetings as part of 
the first phase to complete Sections I 
and II of the questionnaires. Regional 
meetings were organised to assist WHC 
in providing technical assistance and 
support for the Arab States Parties. ARC-
WH also translated both sections of the 
questionnaire to Arabic and reviewed 
the translation of Periodic Reporting: A 
Handbook for Site Managers into Arabic 
to ensure accessibility to the Arab States.

PUBLISHING THE BOOK WORLD HERITAGE OF THE ARAB COUNTRIES – 
SECOND EDITION 

PUBLICATION
COMMUNICATION 

The second edition of the book World Heritage of the Arab Countries aims at showcasing 
and promoting World Heritage Sites in the region. The first edition was published 
in 2012 through partnership with the Ministry of Culture in the Kingdom of Bahrain 
with UNESCO and the Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization 
(ALECSO), and through to the generous funding of Bahrain Bay Development. In three 
languages (Arabic, English and French), it featured 66 World Heritage Sites inscribed up 
to 2011 in the Arab region.

ARC-WH, in collaboration with ALECSO, prepared the second edition. It was implemented 
by Editions Gelbart, editor and photographer of the first and second editions. This new 
edition includes 20 additional World Heritage Sites inscribed on the World Heritage List 
in the Arab region between 2011–2019.

The second edition was launched during the 41st General Conference in UNESCO 
Headquarters during a side event on 19 November 2021.
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Medina of Fez, Morocco
© Editions Gelbart 
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ARC-WH JOINS THE WORLD TOURISM ORGANISATION AS AN AFFILIATE 
MEMBER

30 NOVEMBER TO 1 DECEMBER 2021
MADRID, SPAIN

In line with ARC-WH’s vision towards promoting sustainable tourism in World Heritage 
Sites in the Arab region, the Centre has officially joined the World Heritage Tourism 
Organization as an affiliate member, endorsed during the 24th session of UNWTO 
General Assembly held in Madrid, Spain from 30 November to 1 December 2021. On the 
occasion, ARC-WH presented to fellow Affiliate members an overview of ARC-WH’s role 
in the region, and the importance of promoting sustainable tourism in World Heritage 
Sites, in addition to exploring the economic benefits that cultural tourism generates to 
the economy. 

3. PARTNERSHIPS

Um er-Rasas (Kastrom Mefa’a), Jordan
© Editions Gelbart 
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LECTURE: WORLD HERITAGE IN 
THE ARAB STATES AND ROLE OF 
THE ARAB REGIONAL CENTRE FOR 
WORLD HERITAGE 

16 MARCH 2021
ONLINE VIA ZOOM
COMMUNICATION 

On 16 March 2021, ARC-WH was invited 
by Sultan Qaboos University of Oman 
to give an online lecture on its mandate 
and the processes of the World Heritage 
Convention. 

Attended by students and professors from 
the Civil and Architectural Engineering 
Department of the university, the lecture 
focused on the main processes of World 
Heritage related to the submission of 
Nomination, Management Planning, and 
the Monitoring Processes. The lecture 
offered a comprehensive idea of World 
Heritage and the main stakeholders 
involved in its protection, conservation, 
and management.

It was an opportunity to spark interest 
in heritage conservation and exchange 
ideas and information with students and 
professors on field and research projects 
implemented by the Civil and Engineering 
Department in Oman. 

PARTICIPATING IN THE 1ST 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON AHWAR AND WETLANDS 
ENVIRONMENT

25 AUGUST 2021
ONLINE 
COMMUNICATION

ARC-WH participated in the 1st 
International Conference on Ahwar and 
Wetlands Environment on 25 August 2021 
by submitting a scientific paper entitled 
“The Current Status and Population 
Estimation of the Threatened Bird 
Species in the Ahwar of Southern Iraq – 
Conservation and Management Approach“. 
ARC-WH discussed the status of the 
threatened birds found in the Ahwar. The 
paper also provided a detailed description 
of their habitats and population estimation 
in each of the four natural components of 
the Ahwar World Heritage property.

The paper provided critical information 
regarding annual movements, spatial 
distributions, and the estimated populations 
of threatened bird species. The contribution 
will also assist in establishing conservation 
plans on the local and regional levels for 
the Ahwar.

ARABIC LANGUAGE DAY

18 DECEMBER 2021 
PUBLIC LECTURE 
MANAMA, BAHRAIN

On 18 December 2021, ARC-WH, in cooperation with the Bahrain Authority for Culture 
and Antiquities (BACA), celebrated Arabic Language Day at ARC-WH’s premises under 
the theme of “Arabic Language, a bridge between civilisations”.

ARC-WH invited speakers to reflect on the Arabic language’s connections among 
civilisations and its importance in promoting peace and dialogue. The interventions 
included a recorded speech from Dr. Taher Labib, Director of BACA’s “Knowledge 
Transfer” project, which works on creating bridges by translating fifty books from various 
fields of knowledge into Arabic. The attendees were then invited to enjoy a musical 
performance of Andalusian poems and examine and obtain copies of the translated 
books from this project.

4. ARC-WH GENERAL EVENTS
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The Ahwar of Southern Iraq Refuge of Biodiversity  
and the Relict Landscape of the Mesopotamian Cities, Iraq
© Editions Gelbart 
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Culture Nature Mixed

80

5 3

In DangerIn Danger Delisted Transboundary

21

1 0

WORLD HERITAGE SITES IN THE ARAB REGION

WORLD HERITAGE SITES IN DANGER

88 WORLD HERITAGE SITES IN THE ARAB REGION WORLD HERITAGE IN DANGER IN THE ARAB REGION (21 SITES)

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC
• Ancient City of Damascus (2013)
• Ancient City of Bosra (2013)
• Site of Palmyra (2013)
• Ancient City of Aleppo (2013)
• Crac des Chevaliers and Qal’at Salah El-Din (2013)
• Ancient Villages of Northern Syria (2013) 

YEMEN
• Old Walled City of Shibam (2015)
• Old City of Sana’a (2015)
• Historic Town of Zabid (2000)

EGYPT
• Abu Mena (2001) 

IRAQ
• Hatra (2015)
• Ashur (Qal’at Sherqat) (2003)
• Samarra Archaeological City (2007) 

JERUSALEM (SITE PROPOSED BY JORDAN)
• Old City of Jerusalem and its Walls (1982)

PALESTINE
• Palestine: Land of Olives and Vines – Cultural Landscape 

of Southern Jerusalem, Battir (2014)
• Hebron/Al-Khalil Old Town (2017)

LIBYA
• Archaeological Site of Cyrene (2016)
• Archaeological Site of Leptis Magna (2016)
• Archaeological Site of Sabratha (2016)
• Rock-Art Sites of Tadrart Acacus (2016)
• Old Town of Ghadamès (2016) 
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PARTICIPANTS IN ARC-WH CAPACITY BUILDING ACTIVITIES
TOTAL PARTICIPANTS 273 FROM THE ARAB REGION 2021
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GENDER DISTRIBUTION OF CAPACITY BUILDING 
PARTICIPANTS FROM THE ARAB REGION 2021

ARC-WH ACTIVITIES 2021
TOTAL 53 ACTIVITIES

ARC-WH ACTIVITIES BASED ON ARC-WH OBJECTIVES
TOTAL 375 ACTIVITIES DURING 2012 - 2021

NUMBER OF WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTIES BY REGION
Male (144)

Female (129)

Workshops (12)

Conference & Meeting Attendance (8)

Technical & Financial Assistance (23)

Public Events & Lectures (4)

Publications & Translations (6)

Technical and Financial Assistance (116)

Communication and Awareness Raising (136)

Enforce Implementation of the World Heritage 
Committee Decisions (36)

Information and knowledge building (61)

Strengthening Network of Arab Heritage Experts (26)

47% 53%
11%

15%

8%

23%

43%

PARTICIPANTS IN ARC-WH CAPACITY BUILDING ACTIVITIES
TOTAL PARTICIPANTS 1689 FROM THE ARAB REGION 2012-2021
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Gebel Barkal and the Sites of the Napatan Region, Sudan  
© Editions Gelbart 
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MAIN PARTNERS

UNESCO/ World Heritage Centre International Centre for The Study of 
The Preservation and Restoration of 
Cultural Property

International Union for Conservation 
of Nature

International Council on Monuments 
and Sites

African World Heritage Fund

Bahrain Authority for Culture and 
Antiquities




